Report on Inaugural Session of National Workshop on Block Designs and their Applications (February 05-08, 2011)
The inaugural ceremony commenced with the lightning of the lamp by a group of dignified persons- Prof. B.K Sinha (ISI, Calcutta), Prof. Aloke Dey (Retired Prof. ISI, Delhi), Prof. Aditya Sharstri (Vice Chancellor, Banasthali University) and Dr. Sarla Pareek (Head, Dept. of Mathematics & Statistics, Banasthali University) and the programme was followed by Sarswati Vandana. 

Dr. Sarla Pareek formally gave welcome to all the dignitaries on the dias and participants from the various part of the country. She introduced about the project CMS and various institute in all over the country running this project. She discussed the objectives of CMS and its activities. She revealed origin and evaluation of CMS right from the beginning till date, the activities of CMS, regarding the collaboration between DST, New Delhi and Banasthali University and how this centre is helping and promoting the young researchers. She spoke about the various workshops and conferences organized in Banasthali which helped in promoting the research. She explained the benefits of this workshop. She told the heights of success Banasthali has achieved in the field of research in last two year and encouraged everyone to participate in such events so to have best out of it.

She requested everyone to utilize his/her valuable timings by attending all the sessions during the workshop.     

On this great occasion, Prof. Aloke Dey, appreciated the education system of Banasthali especially CMS Project. He also encouraged the interdisciplinary research. At the end, he thanked everyone and was elated to be the part of this workshop.

After the valuable words of Prof. Aloke Dey, Prof. B.K. Sinha was heartily invited for his views. He guided and motivated the young researchers as how to proceed for a quality research work. He said that Design Theory is very emerging field for research in connection to existing literature and also in its applications in real world. He made realize that how important such events are. At the end he gave his best wishes for success in research activities.

Then Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Aditya Shastri welcomed all the guests and participants. He told about the CMS project that how this project came to Banasthali and the latest development made in CMS. Then he emotionally said, “Such events are much closer to his heart”. He felt proud on the Department of Mathematics and Statistics because despite of such less time the department managed such national workshop. Lastly he thanked all the colleagues specially Dr. Shalini Chandra, organizing secretary of the workshop for managing such event. 

Dr. Shalini Chandra offered a vote of thanks to all including Prof. Aditya Shastri, Director CMS and Vice Chancellor, Banasthali University without whom this event wouldn’t have been possible. She thanked all the dignitaries on the dice for gracing the occasion by their presence and to all the participants of the workshop who were the main ingredient of this workshop.

Prof. Prof. B.K. Sinha, ISI Calcutta, started the session with the basic concepts of ANOVA with latest research topics that are growing these days. 

The last session of the day was continued by the lecture of Prof. Aloke Dey. Starting with the basics of linear algebra he discussed about the design theory.

